Useful Terms
(disclaimer: these are working definitions)

Ally: A person of the dominant social identity group who stands in solidarity with/support of an oppressed group. 

Androgyny/Androgynous: Used in two ways: refers to those embodying both masculine and feminine characteristics, and also those who are neither masculine nor feminine specifically.

Binary: Literally means comprised of two parts. When used in reference to social systems/structures, refers to the either/or options of identity that are often presented to us. One can be either male OR female, gay OR straight, with no gray area in between. Often also implies that one is “better” than the other. 

Bisexual: Being attracted to people of both sexes/genders. For some the term is a parallel/alternative to homosexuality and heterosexuality, while for others the term expresses a blend of the two.

Cross-Dresser: Usually refers to men who dress up as women; most often with some sexual implications, and usually in the privacy of their own homes. They do not identify as female, and are not trying to live or pass as such. 

Drag Queen/King: Men who dress up as women/women who dress up as men, most often as a show/performance. 

Dyke: Slang term for lesbian. Often used by non-lesbians as a slur referring to aggressive or “butch” women. Has been reclaimed by the lesbian community as an alternative word, and can also refer to a more masculine lesbian.

Fag/Faggot: Slur meaning gay, referring specifically to gay men. The term attacks ones masculinity and is usually used to mean that one is being “weak” or “unmanly.” 

Gay: Can be used as an informal way of referring to homosexuals, those attracted to people of the same sex/gender. Also refers specifically to men who are attracted to other men.

Gender: Refers to ones identity in terms of appearance, presentation, behavior: masculinity/femininity/transgender. Is most often seen as socially constructed (boys like blue, girls like pink, boys don’t cry, girls are weaker). The idea of attaching meaning to sex – saying that masculine characteristics are for males, and feminine for females. We all, straight and gay alike, “do” gender, it is usually only noticed, however, in those who fall outside societal norms (masculine women, feminine men).

"Gender identity" refers to a person’s sense of being male or female, while "gender expression" describes how people manifest feeling masculine or feminine through how they look, act, or dress.
Gender Fucking: Purposefully and obviously presenting characteristics of both genders/sexes. Often a very political statement done to break down the gender binary by “fucking” with, or playing with, traditional ideas of gender and sex (example: big burly man with beard, combat boots, and a tutu). 

Gender Queer: Term used to acknowledge the fluidity/possibility of gender, and the existence of gender variance/difference outside the gender/sex binary/norm. (Basically, realizing that man-masculine, and female-feminine aren’t set in stone.)

Gender Re-Assignment Surgery: The process by which transsexuals change their bodies; top and bottom surgery: removing/adding breasts, creating a vagina/penis. Formerly: sex change.

Heterosexual/Straight: Sexual orientation where one is attracted to members of the “opposite” sex (word opposite can be problematic because it implies a gender/sex binary).

Homosexual: Sexual orientation characterizing those who are attracted to members of the same sex, ie. men-men (gay), women-women (lesbian).

Intersex: One who is born with genitalia, chromosomes, and/or secondary sex characteristics that are neither exclusively male nor female, or which combine features of the male and female sexes (formerly: hermaphrodite), about 1 in 1500 births.  (www.isna.org)

Lesbian: Gender specific term referring specifically to women who are attracted to other women. 

LGBTTQQ: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Two-Spirit, Queer, Questioning

Pansexual: Those attracted to all sexes and genders, including those people who don't fit into the gender binary of male/female implied by bisexual attraction; takes into account transgendered people. It is sometimes described as the capacity to love a person romantically, irrespective of gender. Some pansexuals go so far as to claim that gender and sex are meaningless to them.

Passing: Used mostly when talking about transgender issues: the ability/desire to “pass” as the sex/gender one identifies with and presents. 

Queer: Formerly used as a slur to refer to gays and lesbians in an extremely derogatory way. Has now been reclaimed by the younger generation in the LGBT community, and new scholars of gender/sexuality, as a kind of anti-identity politics that breaks down the sexual binary by acknowledging the fluidity of sexuality. Straight people can identify as queer. (Basically, the idea that people don’t have to fit into the box of exclusively gay OR straight OR bisexual). Used also as an umbrella term to encompass LGBTQ communities. 

Questioning: Refers to those who are unsure of, or are reconsidering, their sexuality, sex, gender.

Sex: Refers to ones biology/genes/physiology: male/female/intersex. Based often on the idea of reproductive organs.

Sexuality/Sexual Orientation: How one identifies in terms of sexual attractions/sexual object choice, refers to the sex, sexes, gender or genders, to which a person is attracted: gay/straight/queer/bisexual/etc

Transgender: Umbrella term embracing all individuals that fall outside the gender binary, and don’t fit into traditional boxes of male/female, masculine/feminine. Transsexual, Cross-Dresser, Drag Queen/King, Androgyny, Gender Queer, Gender Fucking.

Transsexual: A person who feels that their sex and gender are not in correspondence, and as such alter their body/identity through changes in pronouns, identification, and physical appearance, possibly with the aid of hormone therapy and/or surgery.

MTF: male to female

FTM: female to male

post-op: after having some/all (top/bottom) gender re-assignment surgery 

pre-op: before having some/all gender re-assignment surgery

non-op: not having/planning/wanting any gender re-assignment surgery

Two-Spirit: A term for third gender people (example: woman-living-man) used in many, if not most, Native American and Canadian First Nations tribes. It usually implies a masculine spirit and a feminine spirit living in the same body. It is also used by some contemporary gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, and intersex Native Americans to describe themselves.
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