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Community United Against Violence Reports Increased Violence Against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender People in the San Francisco Bay Area

San Francisco, California, May 15, 2008-The rate of murders and reported sexual assaults against lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people in the California, Bay Area was up in 2007, according to Community United Against Violence (CUAV), a San Francisco-based organization aimed at ending violence and healing communities.  The findings came from CUAV’s annual Bay Area Hate Violence report, which was released today in conjunction with national statistics compiled by the National Coalition of Anti-Violence Projects (NCAVP). Total reported incidents of anti-LGBT violence in the Bay Area are up to 304 from 285 in 2006. 

A significant new trend in this year’s data is the increase of reported male sexual assault and rape cases. In 2007, CUAV partnered with the San Francisco District Attorney’s Office to educate queer men about rape and encourage victims to report assaults. The educational campaign included posters in English, Spanish and Chinese, which were displayed on MUNI buses and shelters throughout the city.  “The fact that more people within the queer community are reporting sexual assaults is a hopeful sign that they are coming out of isolation to heal from trauma,” said Jovida Ross, CUAV Executive Director. “It also demonstrates the positive impact of education and outreach.”

While the overall LGBT murder and suspicious death rates rose in 2007, murder rates for transgender women actually decreased by half (from four to two).  In 2007 CUAV reported 5 murders and 2 suspicious deaths, 4 of the 7 deaths were gay men or men who slept with men. One lesbian, one transgender woman of color, and one white transgender woman were also killed. 

“In March of 2007 the tragic murder of Ruby Ordeñana galvanized a community response, sparking coalition building, community healing, and organizing. CUAV helped facilitate a space for transgender people of color, gender-variant folks, surviving family members, friends, and allies to come together and organize, demanding community awareness and sustainability of transgender services in San Francisco,” said Tina D’Elia, CUAV Hate Violence Survivor Program Director.  “Queer violence affects all communities; organizing for safety and bringing communities together to heal builds resilience, and we must never stop demanding social justice for all.” 

CUAV continues to work to end violence against and within LGBTQQ communities. The full local report will be available online at www.cuav.org and at CUAV’s office beginning Thursday May 15th. CUAV staff is also available for interviews.  An advance copy of the report is available for review upon request. 

----------------- ### -------------------

Community United Against Violence (CUAV) works to end violence against and within the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and questioning (LGBTQQ) communities, providing free and confidential counseling, advocacy, and education in English and Spanish. CUAV’s 24-hour crisis line is (415) 333-4357. CUAV was founded in 1979. More information can be found at www.cuav.org.
