DEFINITIONS
(These definitions are not necessarily universal, for all these terms have different meanings due to the variety of contexts in which they are used and applied. The language used to define identities is constantly being modified and changed to acknowledge the diversity of experiences of sexuality and gender.)

· Bisexuality- Bisexuality is the capacity for physical, romantic, and/or emotional attraction to more than one gender.  
· Coming Out “of the Closet” – The never-ending process of becoming aware of one’s sexual orientation, accepting it, acting on it, and telling others about it. An individual may be “out” in some situations or to certain family members or associates and not others. “In the closet” refers to one’s experience of being secret about their sexual orientation.  The “Closet” refers to a symbolic hiding place.  Although the exact origin of the expression is unclear, it has been used in queer circles for decades, and by society at large since the 1960s.
· Cross-dresser – Men and women who enjoy wearing the clothes of and appearing as the other gender. While many are heterosexual, cross-dressing in the gay “drag” culture is well documented. 
· Gay Man – A man who is physically and emotionally attracted to other men. Other terms (some of which are considered derogatory) include (but are not limited to): fairy, faggot, men “in the life”, queers, “family”, and “members of the church”. Alternately a man may not identify with any label. 
· Gender Binary – The societal construct which identifies everyone as either male or female.
· Gender Identity – How someone perceives their gender. Some of us see ourselves as women, some as men, some as a combination of both, some as neither. Some of us have complex identities that may even be fluid and change over time. 
· Gender Presentation – Refers to a person’s outward appearance, i.e. how their gender is perceived by others.
· Gender Role – The socially constructed and culturally specific behavior and appearance expectations imposed on people due to their gender. These expectations divide certain traits and behaviors as feminine and others as masculine with the implication that women will embody femininity and men will embody masculinity.
· Gender Queer – A subcategory of queer, referring specifically to people whose gender identity, presentation or characteristics could be considered as transgressing binary sex-linked boundaries.
· Hate Crime – In California, the current law provides penalty enhancements for violent crimes which are hate-based and motivated by a victim’s actual or perceived race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, disability, gender, or sexual orientation.  “Gender” means a person’s actual or perceived sex, and includes a person’s identity, appearance, or behavior, whether or not that identity, appearance, or behavior is different from that traditionally associated with the person’s sex at birth.
· Heterosexism – The institutional assumption that everyone is heterosexual. Consequences for those who don’t identify as heterosexual and are institutionally excluded can include the lack of representation (especially accurate representation) in media and history, loss of role models and discrimination.
· Heterosexuals – Men and women who are physically and emotionally attracted toward a person of the opposite sex. Also referred to as straight.
· Homosexuals – Men and women who are physically and emotionally attracted toward a person of the same sex. Also referred to as gay or lesbian. 
· Internalized Homophobia – The experience of shame, aversion, or self-hatred in reaction to one’s own feelings of attraction for a person of the same sex.
· Inclusive Language – The use of gender non-specific language (i.e. “partner” instead of “husband”) in education materials to avoid assumptions that limit the inclusion of diverse individuals and families in learning environments. 
· Lesbian – A woman who is physically and emotionally attracted to other women. Other terms (some of which are derogatory) include (but are not limited to): gay women, dykes, women “in the life”, “queers”, “tortilleras”, “family”, and “members of the church”. Alternately women may not identify with any label.
· Partner or Significant Other – Primary domestic partner or spousal relationship(s). May be referred to as “girlfriend/boyfriend”, “lover”, “roommate”, “life partner”, “wife/husband”, or other terms. 
· Prejudice – A belief, usually negative, about all people within a given group; e.g. “people from California are all weird”.
· Queer – Originally a slur used to refer to non-heterosexuals, and still often used this way, queer has been reclaimed by LGBT folks as an inclusive term refer to any and all people of “alternative” sexual orientations or genders or both and our institutions
· Stereotype – A generalization, usually negative, about persons based on some characteristic. The generalization is then attributed to everyone who may fit into the group. 
· Sexual Behavior – Sexual way of behaving, conduct, or action. 
· Sexual Identity – A consistent, enduring self-recognition of the meaning that one’s gender identity, sexual orientation and sexual behavior have for oneself.
· Sexual Orientation – A part of sexual identity – a primary physical and emotional attraction toward a person of the same or opposite sex. All sexual development occurs at an early age and is an ongoing process, but the realization of one’s orientation may or may not be conscious at an early age. “Sexual Orientation” should be used rather than the term “Sexual Preference” as explained below. 
· Sexual Preference – A term once used to describe sexual orientation, which is now outdated because sexual orientation is no longer commonly considered to be one’s conscious individual choice. 
· Transgender – Transgender people (very broadly conceived) are those of us whose gender identity and/or expression does not or is perceived to not match stereotypical gender norms associated with our assigned gender at birth.  This is an umbrella term which includes transsexuals, transvestites, cross-dressers, and genderqueer people.
· Transsexuals – An individual who presents him/herself and lives as the gender “opposite” to his/her genetic gender at birth. Some transsexuals may choose hormone therapy and/or sexual reassignment surgery while others do not. Transsexuals may be heterosexual, bisexual, or homosexual in their sexual orientation.
· Queer – A term that is currently used by many gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people to describe their pride in being different.
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